Setu means Rameswaram and Pathi means King. Sethupathi Means king Sri rams 
bridge .This one book is not enough to tell about Setupathis, our Tamil clan Maravar 
kings. The areas under the rule of Setupathis range from Tiruvarur in the north to 
Thoothukudi Vembaru in the south. 


From Madurai Dindigul district in the west to the sea in the east, It is bigger than 
Moovender(Chera ,Chola,Pandya) ruled over the territory of the Chera, Chola and 
Pandya kings. 


More than 400 Inscriptions but 40-50 are still being discovered. Tamil songs in Tamil 
literature sing the praises of many kings. But the songs sung to the Sethupatis are more 
than Chera, Chola and Pandya kings. Sethu is praised more than all the kings of Tamil 
Nadu such as Ula, Kovai, Thoothu, Pillaitamil, Patu, Vannam. Sethu is the land from 
Rameswaram to Dhanushkodi. All this remains is believed to be a bridge in between on 
the current Sri Lankan gulf mannar and Dhanushkodi. Fishermen call this "Sri Raman 


Thittu". Sethupathi is the ruler of all the famous Setu(Ramar Bridge). In Tamil history 
even Chola did not claim himself as Surya dynasty as many times. But more than Chola, 
Sethupathi king identified himself as 


Nayaks, Marathas, and even Andhra, Kerala, Karnataka kings did not call themselves 
Ravikulam or Suryakulam, but the Setupathis call themselves Ravikulam the clan of 
solar dynasty. 


List of Sethupatis 

Udayan Sethupathi (1590-1621) 

Koothan Sethupathi (1622-1635) 

Thalavai Sethupathi (1635-1646) 

Tirumala Regunatha Sethupathi (1647-1672) 

Raja Surya Sethupathi (1672) 

Adhana Irgunatha Sethupathi (1673) 

As separate rulers 

Ragunatha Sethupathi (1674-1710) 

Vijayaragunatha Sethupati I (1711-1725) 

Sundareswara Raghunatha Sethupathi (1725-1726) 
Bhavani Sankara Sethupathi (1726-1729) 

Kumara Muthu Vijaya Raghunatha Sethupathi (1730-1735) 
Sivakumara Muthu Vijaya Raghunatha Sethupathi (1736-1748) 
Rakhat Devar Sethupathi (1748-1749) 

Chellamuthu Vijaya Raghunatha Sethupathi (1749-1761) 
Muthuramalinga Sethupathi I (1761-1795) 

Under British Company rule 

Princes of princely states: 


Rani Sethupathi Mangaleswari Nachiyar (1795-1807) 


The seamen are as follows: 

Annasamy Sethupathi (1807-1820) 
Ramaswami Sethupathi (1820-1829) 

Rani Muthu Veerai Nachiar (1829-1830) 
Sethupathi Mangaleswari Nachiyar (1830-1845) 
Parvata Vardani Nachiyar (1846-1862) 
Muthuramalinga Sethupathi II (1862-1873) 
Bhaskara Sethupathi (1889-1903) 

Raja Rajeswara Sethupathi (1910-1928) 
Shanmukha Rajeswara Sethupathi (1928-1967) 
Ramanatha Sethupathi (1967-1979) 

Rani Indradevi Nachiar (1979-1998 

Rajeshwari Nachiar (1979 - Present) 


There are also stories that Rama himself appointed him the guard of Setu Anai(Ramar 
Bridge). Still others say that Sri Raja Raja cholan, who ruled Tanjore, appointed a 
general who sat in throne to protect Setu during the Sri Lankan invasion. Some of them 
were Pandyars called Gowriars who sat guarding the shores of Thonmudu. Sri Lankan 
historians believe that the Tamil king Kalinga Maga, who ruled Sri Lanka, belonged to 
the dynasty of Cholaganga Deva became Sethupathi and their lineages. Some say that 
he was appointed during the Madurai Nayak period. No, there are some people says 
Sethu kings who have lived for a long time. Although there are many such stories, 
inscription in the year 1403 says that he was before the time of Nayak. More than this, 
an inscription of Sethupati Jayathunga rayan, who lived in the first Sundara pandian 
period, has been found.Sethupathi exists as under Pandiyan Supramacy. 
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The word “Jayatunga Rayar Vamsam” appears in the every copperplates of Sethupati. 
Although there are many Chola-related titles and titles related to Pandya such as 
Sembivala nadan, Pararaja kesari, Aklangan, Ravikula sekaran, Vaikai 
valanadan, Manuneethi Mannan, Sethu Kavalan etc. The meaning is not fully 
understood to finalize. 


What is Vamsam? 


The word Vamsam means "dynasty". Pandiyans called themselves "Chandra Kula 
Vamsam". Madurai Nayakar "Tuluva Vamsam". The Cheras are calling themselves 
"Seraman vankisham". 


It means dynasty. 


Sethupathi before Tirumala Nayak: 


Nayakkar history says that Thirumalai Nayakkan Patan appointed Muthuweerakrishna 
Nayakkan Udayan Sethupathi. Vijayanagara called "Achutharayar Apyuktam" mention in 


History. It is said that Viswanatha Nayak, the general of Krishna Devaraya, killed the 
Sadaikka Deva named "Jayatunga Devan" and conquered Setu. This is noted in 


Maravar caste varnam also confirms the trace. William Taylor and Mackenzie who 
examined this manuscript also confirmed it and called it the "Madura Manual". 


In the book JH Nelson says in the book “History of Madurai'. It is said that the grandson 
of "Jayatunga Devan" was appointed by Muthuveerappa Nayak as Sethupathi. 


This was him Sethupathi sat in throne of Ramanathapuram. Sethupati mentioned his 
ancestor "Jeyatunga" Deva as "Jeyatunga raya Vamsam" every time in the copper plate. 


Sethupathi has more than 250 copper titles more than Tirumala Nayak. All these were 
recorded by the British and authenticated in the Tamil Nadu documents. 


More than 70 copperplate inscriptions have been found today. These inscriptions and 
tablets are as old as the last 500 years Validated. 
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THE RAJAH'S PALACE AT RAMNAD, MADURA, SOUTH INDIA. 


Now who is Sethupathi's ancestor Jeyatungan? Who is Jeyatungan in history? 


Even during the Pandiyan era, some names like Jeyatunganallur Jeyatunga Pandiyan 
come Like this, Sayatunga Pallavarayan, Sayatunga Thondaiman like Some of the 
names also date back to the Chola period. Who is the originator of this nickname? 


Kulothunga Cholan: 


Rajendra Chola died in the 1070s. After him, people like Rajadithar died on the Ruling 
throne. In this case, the Chola throne was inherited. Rajendra 


Chola's daughter Ammangai's grandson named Rajendra Narendran became the 
successor of Madhurandaka Devan , who was the Kulothunga Chola of "Kalinga War". 


Also, Jeyangondar, Ottakkoothar, Kambar who was awarded by Kulothungan are 
describing him to said be Cholan ,Manuneethi Cholan, Chola Kula Tirumal who rose 
through Sembian Cholan. After Rajendran, the Kulothungan flag flew across East Asia 
from Kalinga to Sri Lanka's Pandiyanadu Cheranadu. After defeating Pandiyan and 
raising him to Arrian, he installed one of his sons as a king named Chola Pandiyan. He 
is nothing but forgetful. 


In short, there is no solid inscriptional evidence that Chalukyas was the successor of 
Rajendra. The first Raja Raja Chola also himself mentioned asTelingar Kula 
Kalan(Enemy to Telugu). 


Thank you to Sri Tribhuvana Devar... We are the starving city of Kulothunga Chola 
Pattinathu, the Telingakula Kalapuram of the Chola rich country. 


"Kulothunga Chola Pattinathu Thirumekoilam, the Telingakula Kalapuram of Chola rich 
country with double body of Swasthisri Nagar Koilom." 
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Kulothungan's SureNames: 


In the book Kulothunga Cholan written by T.V. Sadasiva Bandarathar, in 1070, he 
ascended the Aryan in the name of Kulothunga Cholan, who was a king. Apart from this 


name, he has many names like Abhayan, Jeyathungan, Virudharajapayangaran 
Karigalan, Rajanarayanan, Ulakuyyavanton. This is confirmed in inscriptions and 
Kalingatupharani. 


In Kalingatu Parani written during Kulothunga Chola period, 
Long live Jeyathungan. 

Text: 

Just like Sun conducts a rule like, the first Kulothungan lives as 
Jeyathungan is a legendary poet who sings all over the world 
Text: 

Kali did not hear the history of Chola (Jeyatungan)is to save the world 
"Jeyatungan" as Wickramacholan: 

Kulothungan II was followed by Kulothungan II 

Vanda Wickramashonnai Ottakootar is known as Jeyatungan. 
In Vikramacholanula, Manuneethi Cholan is forgotten 
Ottakootha says,For the cow that cried after losing her calf 
Maravan killed his son by putting him on a chariot 

As Ottakoothar praises Manuneethi Chola as Maravan. 

She turned around and saw nothing 

168 - road 168 

Text: 

Vikrama Cholan (Jeyatungan) died of the war elephant. 
Thamak Kavikai is the shadowy Sayathungan 

323 

Text: 


When I saw Vikkirama Chola with the rest of the elephant, I was shocked. 


The message in the Sethupati inscriptions and in Chebet: 


Sethupathi's 200,250 copper plate message........ "Jeyathunga rayan Vangisathipan 
Dugavur Kootrathu Kulothunga Cholanallur Kilpal irukkum Hiranyakarpayaji 
Raghunatha Sethupathi" Jeyathunga rayan Vangisadipan Dugavur says that 
Kulothunga Cholanallur is located in the lower part of Vairayada Kandan. 
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In the statement of Jeyathungarayan Vangisadipan Dukhavur, it is confirmed that the 
Jeyathungarayan who is in Virayada Kandan where Kulothunga Cholanallur is located is 


located in many seppets There is also 
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In spite of this, Aranthangi Thondaiman, Vaithur Pallavarayan, Kangeyan Mudalia 
leaders were servants of Sethupathi. For a long time, we did not understand why the 
name Kulothungan came to bear during the Nayak period. Today we understand that 
Sethupathi was called Aklangan, Sembivalanadan, Ravikulasekaran, Pararajakesari, 


Vaigaivalanadan, Devainagaradipan, Manuneethimannan of Chola. 


Very far from the truth This explanation is to the effect that Kula- 
Bhêshana, one of the last of the Pandyas who preceded V3iavanát' ha 
Náyakkan,—tbe title given does not occurin any history so far as 
I know-—treacherously murdered Madeira Tévan Udeiyàn'a grand- 
father, Jayatunga Rag’hunat ha, 
and that the Udeiván, being a clever man, con- 


through fear ana jealousy ofnis« naly 


inenrensiungr 
trived to procure his restoration by making interest with the Vairigis 
as mentioned above. 


power, 


The story told in the “ History of the Kernataca Governors" differs 
from this, though not very materially . and is to the following effect. 
A great part of the country east of the city of Madura was lying 
waste and inhabited only by robbers and cut-throats, when it 
occurred to the Governor to put it under the management of the 
headman of the village of POkalür. The newly-created official was 
powerless at first to establish his authority: nnd rapine and murder 
went on much as before. But after a while, being energetic and 
having some influence amongst the rude tribes of the neighbourhood, 
he was enabled to afford protection to pilgrims passing by on their 
way to Riméshwara Amongst others he safely escorted the 
Governor's spiritual adviser (Guru), and thinking that he might 
possibly take something considerable by it, accompanied him all the 
way to the town of Madura on his return By this means he 
obtained an interview with the Governor, and played his cards so 
well as to obtain a vaguely-worded grant of mon and money, of 
which great use might be made by an active and clever man. He 
went back to Pókalür greatly pleased, and set to work at once to 
turn his good fortune to the best account He built a mud fort 


Although there are many names, it was immediately known who this Jeyathungarayan 
was. After Chola, who else had the title of Udaya Devar but Sethupati, Mullayandar 
Marpan Agalakan Sembivala Nadan Ravikulasekaran is the descendant of Sethupathi 
and Keela sembi Nadu Vadathala Sembi Nadu a Sembi country is in Ramannathapuram, 
therefore Setu Kavalan is Sri Rama and Sembi nadan who ruled this. This Maravar is 
also known as Sembi Nattu Maravar. Nowhere can we find any sources mentioning 
Chola during the Nayak period. The name Jeyathungarayan mentioned as Sethupathi's 
ancestor is Jeyathungan which means Kulothunga Chola and Vikrama Chola. It is 
ridiculous that some people say that Kulothunga Cholai is not a Tamilian .Kulothunga 
chola is no doubt about that he isSethupathi's ancestor. 


European maps of the "Marava Kingdom", the land of Sethupati: 
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Inscriptions of Sethupati: 
Sethupati who lived during Sundarapandian I: 


Arguments that there were no Setupati kings before the 16th century are found in the 
Pudukottai inscriptions. 


An inscription of An Jayathungarayan, the ancestor of the Setupati kings, has been 
found during the Sundara Pandiyan period. 


Period: 12th century 

King: Jayatungarayan, Pandian 

Location: Kuladhur Kudumianmalai Temple 
Inscription: 

To Jayathungarayan, Swasti Sri's benefactor. 


Valuable Bhuvanajudya Pallavarayan Gonath Price..Naiyanar Kamakottattu Nachiyar of 
Thirunalakkunram........... Kangeyarayan script. 


Message: 


He came under the name of Sethupathi Jayathungarayan and became autonomous 
under Nivathanam Pandiyan to the Shiva temple in Thirunalakkunram on Kudumyan hill. 


Under Sethupathi there were Kangeyar, Vaghtur Pallavarayan and Aranthangi 
Thondaiman after the 16th century. 
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Sethupati King Inscriptions: 


Collections: .Mr.S.M.Kamal. 


The completion of the Setu Yatra is to visit Sethu, and see sethupathi who is considered 
to be the servant of Rama who founded Sethu. The inscriptions of King Sethu are 
widely available in Ramanathapuram, Puthukottai, Tirunelveli, and Sri Lanka during his 
lifetime . He is the one who got and registered it with the governments. We offer our 
gratitude to him. I put inscriptions of King Sethupathis as much as I can and still the 
Sethupathi inscriptions keep coming. 


Rameswaram Temple Inscription 
Venue: Ramanathaswamy Temple 
Year: 14th century 

King: Udayan Sethupathi 
Inscription: 


Ramanathaswamy has gifted seven villages in Udayan Sethupathi Sethupathi Nellai area 
as a gift. 


English professor Fergusson says that this inscription is not clear and has been 
destroyed by sea salt air. 
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Venue: KattuBava Islamic Mosque, Thirumayam, Puthukkottai 
Year: 1404-1576 

King: Raghunatha Devar 

Inscription: 


Thadu...Alpsi....Sethupathi Katha Raghunatha Devar Kumaran Ranasinghe 
Devar Tharam Nadu Servai.....Lucky Servaikaran....Aduku Kulumum..... 


Puravil.....Kanjavan pond too.....to Kattu Bhava temple..Dhanmam..Vitat....up to 


Message: 


Sethupathi Raghunatha Devar Kumaran Ranasinghe Devan offered Laki Servai 
(Islamic).....in....pond, land....to KattuBava Bawa has become the property of the 
mosque. 
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RAMESWARAM TEMPLE INSCRIPTION: 

Location: Anjineyar Temple near Rameswaram East Gopuram 
Year: 1627 

King: Sethu Katha Devar 

Inscription: 


U Rameswaram..Standing on Swasti Sri Sagatham 1549...Prabhava Avani...Kuruvaram 
with Nakshatra...Ramanatha 


Devendran Ravikula Natha, son of Sethupathi Katha Devar, son of Swami 
Sannidhi. 


The son of Raghunatha Sethupathi Katha Devar...who got up for the festival to the 
Swanmi....... the mandapam. 


Message: 


Katha Devar Sethupathi, who built the Swami Mandam during the festival, has identified 
himself as Ravikula sekaran. 


King Sethupathi says that he belongs to the Surya vamsa of Sri Rama similar like 
Cholas of Surya clan also say. 


Inscription of Raja Surya Devar in Thirkoshtiyur Temple: 


Location: Tirukoshtiyur Temple, Sivagangai District 
Year: 1675 

King: Raja Surya Devar 

Inscription: 


Sksti Sri Sagatham 1601 standing on top...Chitrai Karthikai....Sri Madhu Raghunatha 
Thirumalai Sethupathi Katha Devar 


Pari Vedati Thirunal Mandapa to Saumiya Narayana Perumal as a blessing to the Lord 
God.Tanneer Pandal for Special Command 
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Message: 
Only son of Tirumala Raghunatha Deva Raja Surya Deva only son of Raja Surya Deva 
He died within the same year. Soumyanarayan to Perumal Temple during his time 


Setting up "Water Grants" for Parivettai festival. 


Thirumayam Inscription: 


Location: Thirumayam, Puthukkottai District 
Year: 1641 
King: Tirumala Raghunatha Sethupathi 


Inscription: 


Kanakas....Kottayur Vellalar........... Kanadu Vellalar 


beautiful Meiyar.... 


Message: 


In the Thirumayam fort near Thirumayam is Ajayameiyar Perumal 


To maintain the temple by issuing an order of Raghunatha Avasaram to the temple 


Nivatanam for Wednesday. 
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Muthupet Church Inscription: 

Location: Muthupettai, Ramanathapuram 
Year: 1751 

King: Ravikula Muthuramalinga Sethupathi 
Inscription: 


...Ravikula Muthuvijayaragunatha Ramalinga Sethupathi Katha Devar 
Prithivirajam Pannugagai...Sagatham...Salivagana 


Era. 1702..Pilava year Karthikai...Muthuppet...to Sarveswaran temple....as a universal 
grant.... 
Message: 


An old pearl market, the town later housed a church. It bears the inscription "Hebrew". 


For this, "Ravikula Muthu Vijaya Raghunatha Ramalinga Sethupathi Katha Devar" 
Sankaravalasa, Sakilian Kundu villages. 


He has done the research. 

Bhulangudi Nachiyar Sethupathi Inscription: 
Location: Bhulangudi, Ramanathapuram 

Year: July 24,1806 

King: Mangaleswari Nachiyar (Queen Sethupathi) 
Inscription: 


1806 On the 24th day of July in Akshayavarusha, on the 1st day of Adi month Sri 
Madhu Sri Hiranyakarpayaji Ravikula Muthuvijayaragunatha Sethupathi 
Mangaleswari 


Nachiyaravas.....Phulangudi village..as a tribute to Thirugan's Ayyanar..... Vaniangudi 


Nankellikum...Palace Maniam. 


Message: 


Rebel Muthuramalinga Sethupathi came to power after his wife Mangalevari Nachiyar 


was hanged by the British. 


They are called Rani Sethupathi. It is reported that he gave land to Ayyanar Temple in 


Bhulangudi Kann. 
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Pokalur Koothan Sethupathi Inscription: 
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Location: Koorisathan Ayyanar Temple, Ramanathapuram, Pokalur 


Year: 1595 
King: Koothan Sethupathi 


Inscription: 


Subhasmathu Swasti Sri Sagatham 1545 Mell Sella Ratsa Year Thursday Pusha 


Nakshatra 


Sri Bukhazur Ayyanar Perumabachi Koothar Temple Dukhavur Kootram Koothan 


Sethupathikatha Putran 


Sethupathi Katha Devar, the Nayanar of Sri, completed the building. 
Message: 


Bhogalur is given as Bukhalur in the Ramanathapuram inscription. Bukhalur was one of 
the Chola capitals. 


It is reported that Nayanar Baghi, the son of Sethupathi Putra, built the Ayyanar 
temple. 


Dugavur Nadalwan and Arayan are all Sethupathi's ancestors. 
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Lower Bank Sokkanatha Temple Inscription: 

Location: Lower Bank, Sokkanathar Temple, Ramanathapuram 
Year: 1645 

King: Tirumala Sethupathi 


Inscription: 


Srimad Thirumalai Sethupathi Maharasara Anuthokai Mangalamakiya completed 
the Vinayaka city. 


Donation to Keezhakarai Meenakshi Sundareswarar... 
Message: 


Tirumala Sethupathi Lower Bank gave lands to Meenakshi Chokkanatha. 


Viraichilai Inscription: 

Location: Viraichilai, Puthukkottai District 
Year: 1645 

King: Tirumala Sethupathi 

Inscription: 


In the month of Swasti Sri Alpsi, Viraichila will be added to Ulagavidangeswarar 
Pallak....and Brahman Bosana....... 


Message: 


Tirumalai Sethupathi Viraichilai Shiva Temple Order 


Thirumayam Melayur Inscription: 

Location: Melayur Perumal Temple, Puthukkottai District 
Year: 1655 

King: Tirumala Sethupathi 

Inscription: 

Swasti Sri Era 1585 

Inscription: 


Tirumalai Sethupathi Viraichilai Shiva Temple Order 


Sopakritu...Punaraphusa Nakshatra.... Thirumalai Sethupathi Katha Raghunatha 
Bhubalan 


Lord Chokkappan is the helper of Kariya......Vinnakara Perumal...... 
Raghunatha Bhupala.... 
Message: 


Thirumalai Sethupathi gave land to Melayur Perumal Temple. 
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Kannangudi Shasta Temple Inscription: 

Location: Kannangudi Shasta Temple, Puthukkottai District 
Year: 1641 

King: Tirumala Sethupathi 

Inscription: 

Swasti Sri Era 1591....... Sri Thirumalai Sethupathi 

Katha Devas dharma to Satha....... Kannarangudi..Nanjai Punchai 


Message: 


Shasta near Kannankudi in Pudukottai district 


Tirumala Sethupathi Nanjai, Punjai donation to the temple. 
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Itambadal Amman Temple Inscription: 

Location: Ithampadal, Ramanathapuram District 
Year: 1802 

King: Rani Sethupathi Muthuveerai Nachiyar 
Inscription: 


Swasti Sri Salivagana Sagatham 175....... Pevilampi Panguni month.....Maha Rajaraja 
Iraniyakepayaji 


Ravikula Muthu Vijayaragunatha Sethupathi Rasa Pattamahishi and Maharajaraja Sri 
Vijayaragunatha 


Ramaswamy Sethupathi Rasa's mother was Maharajaraja Sri Muthuveerai 
Nachiyaravara..... 


9659s wapiga quoi; graze UNGSI Cr gid 


noue: Amman Temple Tirupani Dharma. 
Message: 


Thus Muthuveerai Nachiyar paid tribute to Amman temple.. 


Ramanathapuram Tirupati Amman Temple Inscription: 
Location: Draupathi Amman Temple, Ramanathapuram District 
Year: 1808 

King: Rani Sethupathi Muthuveerai Nachiyar 

Inscription: 


Swasti Sri Salivagana Sagatham 1758....... Durmukhi year on Wednesday to 
Mrigasir.....Maharaja Kelpayaji 


Sri Muthu Vijayaragunatha Ramaswami Sethupathi was the son of Rani Sethupathi 
Mangaleswari Nachiyar. 


Muthu Vijayaragunatha Sethupathi Maharasa Son of Ramaswami Sethupathi 
Muthu Veerai Nachiyar 


Hiranyakerpayaji Ravikula Muthu Vijayaragunatha Sethupathi, the son of 
Sheshta. 


CE reversed. 
Message: 


Sethupathi Tirupani to visit Ravikula Muthu Vijayaragunatha to Drarubathi Amman 
temple.. 


81. C.P. No. 22 of Mr. Sewel's List.—(Tamil) In the District 
Court of Madura. Records a grant of property in some lands to a 
Siva temple dedicated to the god ViSvésvara and the goddess 
Akhilàndésvari, in 6. 1691 (A.D. 1769) = Kaliyuga 4780, Virodhi, 


by Hiranyagarbha Ragunatha Sétupati Kattar Avargal, lord of 
Tévainagara. The grant is said to TIT been made when "the 
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A$vapati, Narapati, Gajapati and Sétupati kings were reigning over 
the countries of Cholamandalam, Tondamandalam, Yapanapatta- 
nam (Jaffna) and Yerumandalam (Ceylon).” 

82. C.P. No. 23 of Mr. Sewell's List.—(Tamil) Records a grant 
of some lands by Muttu Kumara Vijaya Raghunaátha Sétupati, son 
of Kumara Muttu Vijaya Raghunatha Sétupati, and son-in-law of 
Hiranyagarbhayiji Raghunitha Setupatt Kittar to a Brahman 
in S. 1658 (A.D. 1736), Nala. 

84. C.P. No. 59 of Mr. Sewell’s List.—Records grant of lands for 

a charitable purpose, viz, for an Annadàana matham, or place where 
food is cooked and distributed gratis, by the chief of Punnalpalai- 


nadu, Muttu Vaduganàtha Periya Udaya Tévar, son of Vijaya 
Raghunatha Sévaran Periya Udaya Tévar, in S. 1681 (A.D. 1759), 
"--"-—-———————————— 


89. C.P. No. 62 of Mr. Sewell's List.—(Modern Tamil) Records 
a document drawn up by two people of the Kaundar caste conferring 
certain privileges on the watchmen of the village of Amandar in 
Kródhana, Vaikasi I2 (but without any other guide to the period). 
One Pichchan of the Nattukkallar community was appointed by 
them as village watchman and he was entitled to the gift of a 
woman's sadi (Sélai), a duppatti, a turban, and handful of gruel and 
of alms. See Tam. and Sans. Inserns., No. 33, p. 136. Mr. Sewell 
calls the village Amatur. 


ARUPPUKKÓTTAI TALUK 1161, 


- 13. 414 of 1914.—(TamiL) On the same wall. A damaged 
record in. the fifteenth year of the Pandya kings Tribhuvana-, 
chakravartin Kula&&kharad&va. Records gift of paddy to the 
temple of Alagiya-Alvar in Seàgattirukkai Idattuvali in Venbula- 
nadu, a subdivision of Madhuródaya valanadu which was a district 


T 


of Pandi-mandalam. 

14. 415 of 1914.—(Tamil verse.) Ona stone of the well opposite 
to the choultry in the same village. Records in $. 1154, the con- 
struction of the well. ji 

15. 4160/1914.—(Tamil.) Ona slab set up in a field two miles 
east of the same village. Records in Dundubhi (A.D. 1664) gift of 
land in the village of Bommakottai for the daily worship of Va]avan- 
dil-ammai at Aruppukkottai by an agent (Tambi Udaiya Tevar) 
of Tirumalai Setupati Katta Raghunathadeva for the merit of the 
latter. The AA graphist apparently thinks that the 
Tambi referred to in this epigraph was the opponent of Dalavai 
Setupati, for whose sake Ramappaiya, the General of Tirumal 
Naik, led his celebrated campaign against Ramêbvaram. But as 
a matter of fact the Tambi of the present epigraph was, it seems 
to me, a later man. See my History of the Naik Kingdom of Madura 
in Ind. Antq., Dec. 1916, p. 201. 


1168 RAMNAD DISTRICT 


T1. No. 1 of Tamil and Sanskrit Inscriptions, p. 57.—Over a 
figure of a Ramnad Zamindar between the third prakaram ang 
the entrance to the Amman temple, left side. Records the name 
Hiranyagarbhayaji Vijaya Raghunatha Sétupati Katta Tev 
SPLIT La apa TA Te Raman Temple aside 
porch, over a statue. The same name recorded. 

73. No.3 ibid.—In front of the same. The same name. 

74. No.4 ibid.—On the bracket of the same. The same 
name recorded. 

75. No. 5 ibid.—On the right side of the same. The same 
name recorded. 

76. No. 6 ibid.—A small inscription in the same place, over 
a cow. "The Kamadhénu and the Kalpaka tree," 

77. No. 7 ibid.—On the west side of the door leading out of 
the Svami's first prakara, Records that in Kalayukti the ruined 
prakara was repaired by Ramanatha, the prince of sages, who is 
versed in all the rites and dgamas of the Saiva system. 

78. No. 10 ibid.—On the west wall of the first prakara to 
the south of the Vinayaka temple. A record of $. 1530 in the 
days of Visu Bhüpati, saying that the temple was repaired by 
sage Ramanatha. 

79. No. 13 ibid.-—On the front of the silver swinging cot in 
the Palliyarai. Records that it was the gift of Vijaya Raghunatha 
Sétupati Katta Tevar, son of Hinpyagarbhayaji pe 
Sétupati Katta Tévar. The amount of silver and its cost given. 

80. No. 14 ibid.—Over the figure of a zamindar on the left 
side of the passage from the third prakara to the entrance of the 
Amman temple. The name of Hiranyagarbhaya ji Raghunatha 
Setupati Katta Layar records, 

81. No. 15 ibid—On the west wall of the first prakara. A 
record of $. 1545, Rudhirodgari, Masi 21, Wednesday, uttiram, 
saying that the Nadamalikai mantapam and “ Arddhamantapam” 


were built by Kattan Setupati Katta Tevar, sop. of Udaiyan Sétu- 
pati Katta Tévar. 


82—87. Nos. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 23 ibid.—Records the 
names on their respective statues of Vaduganatha Tevar, Peria 
Udaiya Tevar, Raghunatha Servaikaran, Pradhani Muttu Tiru 


malanna Pillai and Raiarsiadvari Amman and Ginnana Tévar. 


1794 tana sent as State prisoner to Madras. See Antiquities, Vol. |, 
p. 2 E 
104. C.P. No. 9 of 1911.—{Tamil.) A record of Muttu Vijaya 
Raghunatha Sétupati Katta Tevar (A.D. 1 23) who performed 
e Air ^ ^ « king gift of 
houses and lands at Attiyüttu to 14 Brahmana families. [He was 
known as Tiruvudaiya Tevar.] 

105. C.P. No. 10 of 1911.—(Tamil.) A record of Tirumalai 
Raghunatha Sétupati Katta Tévar (1645—1670), dated S. 1579 
TT 1050), Makine 3 elit oF land tO Ahobalaiya of the Kaundinya 
gotra. 

106. C.P. No. 11 of 1911.—A record of Dalavai Setupati Katta 

Mages to the temple of Ramanathasvamin at Rame 
varam. [This is No. 30 of Mr. Sewell's C.P. list. He has however 
read the date wrongly as S. 1521. It has been edited in Tam. and 
Sans. Inscrns., pp. 66—8.] 

107, C.P. No. 12 of 1911.—A record of Dalavai Sétupati 
(A.D. 1604—21), dated $. 1530, Plavanga, registering gift of eight 
other villages to the same temple. This is No. 32 of Mr. Sewell's 
list and edited in Tam. and Sans. Inscrns., pp. 68—70. 
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Adi, gift of lands by Tirumalai Udayan Setupati, on the occasio: 
of his pilgrimage to the people of " the five countries" who 
as priests and cooks in the Raméévaram temple. 


111. Sétupati grant No. 5 (in Tam. and Sans. Incrns., pp. 70—72).— 
A grant of land by S i in S. 1581 (A.D. 1659] 
to a "Mahratta Brahman Sankara Gurukka[| and others." Thi 


donor is called the son of Hiranyagarbhayaji Raghunatha Setupati 
fe object of the gri WEFTS BIOTIC TOPIRE Santer STARA 
and other pilgrims who had now a priest of their own. 

112. Setupati grant No. 6 (Ibid, pp. 72—4).—A record o 
$. 1580, expired, Hevilambi (Uttariyana, Hémanta Ritu, Sukla 
paksha, new moon, Monday) recording a grant by Raghunath: 
lame Setupati Katta Tevar, son of Lala; aspa Katt: 

tvar, to Sankara rukka] and others for conduct of Navaratr 
festival. 

. 113. Setupati grant No. 7 (Ibid., pp. 75—8).—A grant, datec 
S. 1589, expired, Plavanga, Uttarayana, Vaikasi, Suklapaksha 3 
Thursday, Punaryasu, by a Perumal Servaikaran of Pandi to the 
Ramesvaram temple for the merit of Tirumalai Hiranyagarbhayaji 
Raghunitha Tévar, son of Dalavai Sétupati Katta Tevar. The 
objects of grant were the two villages Anandür and Papankudi. 


114. Sétupati grant No. 8 (Ibid., pp. 79-80).—A record of S. 1601, 
expired, year Chitra, Uttarayana, Pürvapaksha, dvittya in Makara 
Thursday and Sataya. Records the grant of villages by Raghu- 
natha Sétupati Katta Tévar, son of Hiranyagarbhayaji Raghunatha 
Setupati Katta Tevar, for festivals and offerings. These were 
placed under the miras of Raghunatha Gurukkal, son of Sankara 
Gurukkal. His functions, privileges and honours are enumerated. 
[The record is interesting for the insight it gives into the position 
and cmoluments of the priesthood.] 


115, Setupati grant No. 9 (Ibid., pp. 81—6).—A grant of S. 1606, 
K. 4785, Raktakshi, Uttarayana, Vaikasi, Suklapaksha, new moon, 
Sunday, Vai&akha, by Hiranyagarbhayaji Raghunatha Setupati 
Katta Tevar, to God Viéveévara and Goddess of Eluvapuri in 
Tennalainadu, in Ka]ayar koil Simai. The objects of the grant 
were the three villages Pudukkottai, Kallikkudi and Edayanvayal. 
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Ananta Nayakar of Parakkadu, in regard to the measures of oil 
to be presented to the temple in interest for money borrowed, 
[The inscription is interesting for the rate of interest and Price of 
oil, etc., given therein.] 

118. Setupati grant No. 13 (Ibid, pp. 90—92).—A record of 
$. 1655, expired, Saturday, full moon, Karttikai 10, Rohini (year 
Pramadicha), recording the grant of the village of Kulattar to God 
Sabhapati of Tevai (Ramnad). 

119. Setupati grant No. 14 (Ibid., pp. 92—5).—A record of $, 1656, 
expired, Ananda, Karttigai, Aparapaksha Trayodaái, Monday, 
Svati. Records a grant of villages by Hiranyagarbhay4ji Kumar 
.Muttu Vijaya Raghunatha Setupati, son of Hiranyagarbhayaji 
Raghunatha Setupati Katta Tevar, to God Vélayudhasvami of 
Pajni. 

120. Sttupati grant No. 15 (Ibid., pp. 95—8).—A record, dated 
‘in S. 1659, Nala, Uttarayana, Hémanta Ritu, Pushya Krishnapaksha, 
Amavasya, Thursday, Sravana nakshattra, made by Muttu Vijaya 
Raghnütha Sctupati Ayyar Avargal, the son of Kumaramutty 

Raghunatha Sétupati Avargal who was h 
TA AURORA ma UR 
payya, the son of Kalanidhi Konayya of the Kasypagotra, Ašva- 
layana Satra and Rig Sakha. 

121. Sétupati grant No. 16 (Ibid, pp. 98—-100).—A record, 
‘dated S. 1585, expired, Subh&nu Pushya, Aparapaksha-Amavisya. 
Monday, Uttira nakshattra. Grants the hereditary priesthood 
( puróhita-khaniyaksh) of the Setupati family by Hiranyagarbhayaji 
Ravikula Muttu Ramaliiga Vijaya Raghunatha Seétupati to 
Raghunatha Gurukkal, the son of Tatta Sivartma Bhattar of the 
Kaiyapagotra, Apastamba Satra and Yajus Sakha. 

122. Sétupati grant No. 17 (Ibid, pp. 100—3).—A record, 
dated $. 1706, expired, Sobhakrit, Chaitra Suklapaksha, Guru 
vasara-Ashtami-Punarvasu. Records grant of the village of 
Se ukondan or Mutturdmaliigapuram to Krishna Aiyangar, 
son of Seshadri Aiyangar of the Harttagotra, Apastamba 4Qtra and 
Yajus éakha, during Mésha-Sadkranti, by Muttu Ramalinga Vijaya 

atha Setupati Katta Tovar, descendant of Ravikuladekhara 

ra ar ar. 
village 

123. Setwpati grant No. 18 (Ibid. pp. 103—5).—A record, dated 
S. 1705, expired, K., 4884, Sobhakrit, Mithuna, uklapaksha-Trayo 
dali, Anusha, Friday. Records grant of the village of Bhuvané- 
varapuri or Mugindanavayal in the Brahmadesa of Varagunavala- 
nadu to Sarikaralinga Gurukkal, the son of Mantranatha Gurukkel 
by Hirapyagarbhaysji Muttu Ramaliiga Vijaya Raghunatha 
Setupati Katta Tevar, 
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Tai, fourteenth day, éu. di. Paurnami, Pushya, corresponding to 
January 12, A.D. 1636, an order of Tirumalaiyan that each village 
had to pay one kasu, one pamam and one kalam of paddy to the 
temple of Adanai Nayakar for the silt p Sanan desan [The 
local god was so called because, it is sa u got relief from 
God Šiva from the goat's head and elephant's body with which 
he had been cursed by sage Durvasas.) 

284. 434 of 1914.—(TamiL) Inthe same place. A record in 
the seventeenth year of Tribhuvanachakravartin Konérinmaikon- 
dan. The stone is cut off at the right end. Seems to register 
gift of paddy. 

285. 435 of 1914.—(Tamil.) On the same gopura ; left of en- 
trance. A record in the sixteenth year of the Pandya king Mara- 
varman alias Sundara-Pandya “who paving taken the Chola 
country was pleased to perform the anointment of heroes and the 
anointment of victors at Mudigondacholapuram." The stone is 
cut off at the right end. Seems to register a gift of land. 

286. 436 of 1914.—(Tamil) On a slab set up near the tank in 
the same temple. Records in $. 1642, Vikari, the digging of the 
Saryaputkarani tank in front of the temples of Adanai Nayakar 
and Anbirpiriyada-Amman for the merit of Muttuvayiravanatha 
Sétupati Kattadévar. —— À——À 

(— . Mr. Sewell mentions two C.P. grants in the temple, 
dated S. 1601 (A.D. 1679) recording gift of lands by Hiranya- 
garbha Sétupati. [Antiquities, Vol. I, p. 302.) 


Itambadal Chatram Inscription: 

Location: Ithampadal, Ramanathapuram District 
Year: 1802 

King: Rani Sethupathi Muthuveerai Nachiyar 
Inscription: 


Sri Ramajayam Kaliyuga 4937............ Sivanai Atha, sister of Rajarajasri Munyandit 
Devaravas 


For the sake of their names, Kumarar Kumaratya Raja Sri Muthu Vijayaregunatha 
Chelladeva Maharaja and Muthuveerai Nachiar. 


They also built an inn 
Message: 


An inn built by Devar Sethupathi and Muthu Veerai Nachiyar to house his mother 
Shivanai Atha. 


Katadanthakudi Inscription: 

Location: Katudanthakudi, Ramanathapuram District 
Year: 1752 

King: Sethupathi Ramaswami Devar 

Inscription: 


Swasti Sri Salivagan era 1702............ Vanangamudi Sengavikudaion Hiranyakarbayaji 
Muthu Vijayaragunatha Devar son Tirumala 


Sethupathi Prithivrajyam Paripalanam Panniaruliya......... Order of worship to Nayanar 
Swami... 


Message: 


Sethupathi Ramaswamy Devar Nayanar Temple gave the land of Kardaranthakudi town 
to Isvara for worship. 
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Nochiwayal Brahmapuriswarar Temple Inscription: 


Location: Nochiwayal, Ramanathapuram District 

Year: 1891 

King: Sethupathi Rani Muthattal Nachiyar 

Inscription: 

U Subhasmadhu.Sivamayam.....Srimadhuhiranyaherbyaji Ravikula 


Muthu Vijayaregunatha Ramanathapuram Samsthanam Raja Sri Bhaskara 
Sethupathi 


Maharaja was their Sri Maharajarajashri Rani Muttathathal Nachiya 
Muthu Thiruvai Nachiyar avars Alayamkatti 1891..... 
Message: 


Rani Sethupathi Muthatthal Nachiyar (Wife of Bhaskarasethupathi) Temple 


Consecration of Katti Linga.... 


Inscription at Ramanathapuram Rajarajesvariko: 

Place: Ramanathapuram District 

Year: 1893 

King: Bhaskara Sethupathi 

Inscription: 

1893 AD Salivagana Era 1815 Vijayatula..Mrigaseerita... 

Raja Bhaskara Sethupathi Maharaja gave gold to Rajarajeshwari 

Temple top........... 

Message: 

Parantha Chola is the deity of his clan just like Chidambaram was blessed 


Bhaskarasethupathi built vimanam to Rajarajeshwari from Ponnall. 


Gotandarama Temple Inscription: 

Location: Thirupullani, Ramanathpuram District 

Year: 1891 

King: Bhaskara Sethupathi 

Inscription: 

Swastisri Salivagana era 1825 Sobhakritu. ;; 

Ramanathapuram Samsthanam is the idol of Sri Adi Jagannatha Perumal Temple 
Ramanathapuram Kothandaramaswamy Temple on top of the venue 
Kepakrigam Ardhamandapam brick and stone..Ramanathapuram 


Samsthanam Raja Sethupathi Sri Madhu Hiranyakarbayaji Ravikula Muthu Vijaya 


Message: 
Bhaskara Sethupathi Gotandaram built the temple of Kepagragam Arthamandapam 


The construction... 


Rameswaram Temple Inscription: 

Location:Rameswaram, Ramanathapuram District 

Year: 1627 

King: Udayan Sethupathi 

Inscription: 

.. A.D. 1545.. 

The son of Sethupathi Katha Devar was Sethupathi Katha Devar Ramanathaswamy 


As a courtesy, first of all, the Aruda Mandapam was built in the Thirunadamalikai 
section. 


Message: 


In 1627, Udayan Sethupathi Rameswaram temple was built as the first temple of 
Tirunadamalika Bhakti Aruda. 


He also built the hall. 
Many thanks to: 
32 Collections of Inscriptions: 
Sethupatis inscription 
High.Mr.S.M.Kamal. 
Appanur inscription: 
Location: Appanur, Ramanathapuram District 
Year: 1623 


King: Thalavai Sethupathi 


Inscription: 
1553 era passed in the month of Tai... 


At Appanur Natar, Talavai Sethupatis guarded the Devar who came and oppressed the 
Natar.... 


To Sundara Bandarat 

Message: 

Lands given to the Bandaras by oppressing Thalavai Sethupathi Natar 
Divided into three. 


Still more and more inscriptions of Sethupatis are being discovered.. 


Sethupathi Kings Coins 


IET em 


DUX E 


